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‘Awareness on vulture-safe 
drugs vital to protect species’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A three-year study conducted by Aru-
lagam, an NGO involved in vulture 
conservation in the Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve (NBR), between 2023 and 
2026, has highlighted the need to 
raise awareness in the veterinary 
sector of  the potentially harmful im-
pact of  non-steroidal anti-inflamma-
tory drugs (NSAIDs) on vultures in 
the Coimbatore, Erode and Nilgiris 
districts. The findings also suggested 
that the Tamil Nadu Animal Hus-
bandry Department should promote 
ethnoveterinary practices as a sus-
tainable, cost-effective approach to 
reducing dependence on convention-
al veterinary treatments.

The study showed that the Mudu-
malai Tiger Reserve (MTR) remains 
the main breeding ground for white-
rumped vultures, with nine nesting 
sites along the riverbanks recorded. 
The MTR and the Sathyamangalam 
Tiger Reserve (STR) also provide vi-
tal nesting habitats for Indian vul-
tures and solitary red-headed vul-
tures. The presence of  large 
mixed-species foraging and roosting 
congregations, accounting for up to 
36.8% of  individuals in STR, further 
indicates the landscape’s high carry-
ing capacity.

“Systematic vulture surveys were 
conducted between 2024 and 2026 
across 46 sites in MTR and 36 sites in 
STR. In MTR, the highest vulture en-
counter rate was recorded in the Se-
gur Range (12.1%), with the White-
rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) 
being the most frequently encoun-
tered species across the surveyed 
sites. In STR, Sulthanpet Camp, lo-
cated in the Thalamalai Range, re-
corded the highest encounter rate 
(16.1%), indicating its significance as 
an important vulture congregation 
area,” said S Bharathidasan, secre-

tary of  Arulagam.
Survey of  veterinary pharmacies 

found that meloxicam was available 
in all of  the pharmacies surveyed, 
indicating the widespread adoption 
of  vulture-safe alternatives for treat-
ing livestock. Notably, no instances 
of  diclofenac being available or sold 
were documented in Tamil Nadu dur-
ing the survey period. However, this 
must be ensured in neighbouring ar-
eas, said Bharathidasan.

He added that community-based 
interventions promoting traditional 
livestock healthcare practices had 
shown encouraging results, with 
around 203 cattle owners adopting 
ethno-veterinary practices as part of  
their routine livestock management. 
In addition, the research team has 
proposed that GPS tagging is essen-
tial in the current context.

The study identified four intercon-
nected threats that contribute to the 
vulnerability of  vulture populations. 
These include poisoning caused by 
pesticides and chemicals entering 
the food chain, and the deliberate poi-
soning of  carcasses in retaliation, 
collisions and electrocution caused 
by high-tension power lines, changes 
in carcass disposal methods and live-
stock-rearing practices.

Leopard caught  
in cage set up for 
man-eater tiger  
in O-Valley range
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

A leopard was caught in one of  the 
cages set up to capture a man-eater 
tiger in the O’ Valley forest range of  
the Gudalur forest division on 
Wednesday morning.

Locals, who noticed the leopard’s 
movement after it was trapped in a 
cage in the Baram area, informed the 
forest department. A team of  forest 
staff  from the range visited the spot 
and confirmed that a leopard had 
been trapped.  

The animal appeared aggressive 
and panicked after being caught in 
the cage, which had been baited with 
a live goat. The goat, which had been 
tied at the rear end of  the cage, re-
mained safe as the cage automati-
cally closed after the leopard entered. 
Meanwhile, a few locals captured vid-
eos of  the incident.

As the leopard was not considered 
problematic and had been unexpect-
edly caught in the cage, forest offi-
cials transported the cage to a nearby 
forest area, about 1km away, and re-
leased the animal.

Meanwhile, the engagement of  
kumki elephants in the operation to 
tranquilise the man-eater tiger contin-
ued for the 20th day on Wednesday.

Forest guard among three held 
for trying to sell 2 elephant tusks

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruppur

The forest department on Wednes-
day arrested a trio, including a forest 
guard, in connection with an attempt 
to sell two elephant tusks that had 
been illegally stashed in a house in 
Amaravathi, under Anamalai Tiger 
Reserve (ATR), Tiruppur district.

The suspects were identified as A 
Mariappan (49), who works as a for-
est guard in the Udumalaipet forest 
range; K Kannimuthu (52), a wage 
worker; both from Parai, a tribal set-
tlement in Amaravathi Nagar; and R 
Vijayakumar (29), of  Amaravathi 
Nagar.

Forest department sources said, at 
around 3 pm on September 7, photo-
graphs of  two elephant tusks were 
received from an unidentified What-
sApp number by Senthil Murugan, 
FRO of  Amaravathi. An inquiry into 
the phone number revealed that it be-
longed to Sakthi of  Amaravathi.

During questioning, Sakthi alleg-
edly disclosed that the photographs 
had been sent to him by Surya of  
Parai settlement.

Further inquiry with Surya re-
vealed that Mariappan, also from 
Parai settlement, had contacted him 
and asked him to photograph the el-
ephant tusks.

The investigation subsequently re-
vealed that Mariappan was a forest 
guard working at the Kuzhipatti beat 
under the Udumalaipet range. On 
Tuesday evening, a team of  officials 
secured Mariappan and inquired. 
During questioning, he revealed that 
he had taken the tusks from the for-
est and handed them over to 
Kannimuthu.

Further investigation led officials 
to Vijayakumar, who runs a fish shop 

in Amaravathi. The tusks had alleg-
edly been handed over to him and 
were kept at his residence.

Based on the information gathered 
during the investigation, a team of  
forest officials conducted a search at 
Vijayakumar’s residence, at around 
2 am on Wednesday, and seized both 
elephant tusks. “Both tusks are about 
56.5 cm and 61 cm long. Further in-
vestigation is under way to deter-
mine the exact source of  the tusks 
and ascertain whether any other in-
dividuals or wildlife crime networks 
were involved in the illegal posses-
sion and movement of  the elephant 
tusks,” a senior official said.

“Mariyappan, who was arrested in 
this case, had served as an Anti-
Poaching Watcher (APW) before be-
ing promoted,” sources said.

Wild jumbo 
‘Baahubali’ 
injured in 
elephant attack 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A wild elephant, nicknamed Baa-
hubali, was allegedly injured after 
being attacked by another male el-
ephant in Mettupalayam. Forest 
department staff, with the assist-
ance of  a veterinarian, are at-
tempting to provide treatment to 
the animal.

Baahubali has remained a dom-
inant male elephant in the region 
over the last six years. However, 
Baahubali is seen as a calm ele-
phant and has not disturbed hu-
mans so far. He is often seen cross-
ing the Mettupalayam-Coonoor 
Road at night.

According to forest sources, a 
few days ago, another male ele-
phant attacked Baahubali, leaving 
him with injuries on his back and 
tail. The injured animal was seen 
walking with difficulty.

“It seems there is no major in-
jury. However, we need to inter-
vene if  the animal continues to 
bleed. The bleeding has stopped 
for now, and we hope the injuries 
will heal soon. If  not, we will start 
providing medicines mixed with 
fruits wherever the animal is mov-
ing. However, we are yet to resort 
to the practice,” said a forest de-
partment official in Mettupalayam 
Forest Range.

The trio was arrested for attempt to sell  two elephant tusks that had been illegally stashed in a 
house in Amaravathi, under Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR), Tiruppur district |  Express

Elderly woman attacked by 
jumbo succumbs to injuries
Erode: A 70-year-old woman who was 
injured after being attacked by a wild 
elephant near Anthiyur in Erode district 
died without responding to treatment 
at the Coimbatore Government Medical 
College Hospital on Wednesday. The 
deceased was identified as Rasammal 
(70), of Kovilur near Anthiyur.  On the 
midnight of September 1, a wild 
elephant that had strayed out of the 
forest area near Selambooramman 
Temple entered the Kovilur area. Forest 
officials were attempting to drive it 
back into the forest when Rasammal 
unexpectedly came out of the house. 
The elephant suddenly attacked her. 
She was initially admitted to Anthiyur 
Government Hospital and was later 
shifted to Coimbatore Government 
Medical College Hospital. However, she 
died on Wednesday.  ENS
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